Introduced by Council Member Ferraro and Co-sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Morgan, Carter, Pittman, Hazouri, Anderson and Brosche:  



RESOLUTION 2018-431
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA ON ITS 40TH ANNIVERSARY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, by the late 1970s, it was clear that there was a need for a veterans’ group that made the concerns of Vietnam veterans a priority and in January 1978, a small group of Vietnam veteran activists came to Washington, D.C., searching for allies to support the creation of an advocacy organization devoted exclusively to the needs of Vietnam veterans; and

WHEREAS, the Vietnam Veterans of America was founded on March 1, 1978 and is the only national Vietnam veterans organization congressionally chartered and exclusively dedicated to Vietnam-era veterans and their families; and

WHEREAS, the Vietnam Veterans of America strive to achieve full access to quality health care for veterans, create a positive public perception of Vietnam veterans, support the next generation of America’s war veterans, and hold government agencies accountable for following laws mandating veterans’ health care; and
WHEREAS, the Vietnam Veterans of America help to provide a greater public awareness of the outstanding issues surrounding Vietnam-era veterans by disseminating written information on a continual basis through a weekly electronic publication and its government relations effort is a combination of lobbying, mobilizing constituents, and working with the media to have success in the legislative arena; and 
WHEREAS, the Vietnam Veterans of America has a national membership of over 79,000, with over 650 chapters throughout the United States, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam and the Philippines, and the Vietnam Veterans of America state councils coordinate the activities of the local chapters; and

WHEREAS, the Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1046 was chartered and approved by the National Organization in October, 2010, and since its charter date, the Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1046 has grown to over 130 members and the organization is involved in many projects and initiatives to help Veterans of all eras as well as initiatives to support the Jacksonville veteran community; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors the Vietnam Veterans of America on their 40th Anniversary and commends their advocacy work done in support of Vietnam veterans. The City also commends the work of the Vietnam Veterans Chapter 1046 on the good work they do for Jacksonville’s veterans who are deserving of our respect and support for the many sacrifices they have made on our behalf.   

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Richard Distel, City Council Research
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